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Learner Characteristics

General Information 

	Characteristics
	Data Collected
	Resources Used 

	Age
	High school juniors and seniors aged 16 – 19
	· School Records

	Gender
	50% are male

50% are female


	· Observation

	Health or Special Needs
	100% of the students are hearing impaired and use sign language as their primary mode of communication


	· School Records

· Observation

	Ethnic/Cultural Background
	50% are African American

100% are Deaf with hearing parents


	· School Records

	Language
	100% use American Sign Language as their first language and written English as a second language


	· School Records

	Work Experience
	75% of the students have held one or more jobs


	· Interview

	Occupation
	100% are full time students in 11th and12th grade

50% are enrolled in a high school Vo-Tech school


	· School Records


Personal/Social Characteristics  

	Maturity level
	75% of the students tend to be mildly socially immature


	· Observation

	Motivation Level
	All of the students enjoy the idea of having money to spend of their own.  They  want to have jobs to meet this goal.  50% of the students have indicated a desire for practice filling out applications and interviewing.


	· Interviews

	Expectations
	75% of the students are thinking about continuing their education after high school graduation.


	· Interviews

	Vocational aspirations
	None of the students are sure of what they want to do when they graduate.


	· Interviews

	Special Talents / interests
	50% of the students are attending the local technical school to study working in a flower shop.  They however do not plan on making a career of it. 

50% of the students enjoy sports.

One is co-president of the National Honor Society.


	· Interviews

	Mechanical dexterity
	All have good fine motor skills as evidenced by their use of sign language.


	· Observation

	Previous or current employment
	25% are currently working

50% are not currently working

25% have never held a job


	· Interviews

	Ability to work under various environmental conditions
	The students are able to work in noisy settings without distractions.  Setting in which people come in and out constantly can be distracting as the students tend to look up from their work to see what is happening.


	· Observation


	Interests
	Sports

Dating

Shopping

Computers

Video Games
	· Interviews


Academic Information

	Education completed
	All of the students are juniors and seniors in high school.


	· School Records

	Training level completed
	None


	· School Records

	Special courses completed
	None


	· School Records

	Previous performance levels
	On a preliminary test of application completion skills no one was able to fill out more than 50% of the application without assistance.


	· Pretest

	Standardized test scores
	Reading 2nd to 4th grade reading levels


	· School Records

	GPA
	2.5 to 3.5


	· School Records


Learning Styles

	Visual / auditory preference
	Perception of Information

 100% of the students are functionally visual.  This may not have been their natural preference but because of the hearing loss it is the default.  This may also result in learning difficulties because they would not have been naturally visual except for the hearing loss.


	· Surveys

· Interviews

	Sensory / intuitive
	Types of Information Preferentially Perceived

 Sensory (external) - 50% of the students responded as preferring sensory information.

Intuitive (internal) - 50% of the students responded as preferring internal information.
	· Surveys

· Interviews

	Inductive / deductive
	How information is Organized

Inductive – 75% of the students responded as using inductive reasoning. 
Deductive – 25% of the students responded as using deductive reasoning.

 
	· Surveys

· Interviews

	Actively / reflectively
	How Information is Processed

 Actively – 75% of the students preferred processing information through physical engagement/discussing

Reflectively – 25% of the students preferred processing information by pondering/reflecting


	· Surveys

· Interviews

	Sequentially / globally
	How progress towards understanding takes place

Sequentially – 25% of the students preferred to take a series of related steps in progressing towards understanding.

Globally – 75% of the students preferred to see the overall goal prior to learning the steps
	· Surveys

· Interviews


Specific Entry Characteristics

	Prerequisite skills
	Know name and address

Know how to use the computer for Word Processing, Internet, software


	· 

	Previous or current experience
	It is preferable that the students have attempted to apply for a job previously and experienced an interview as this will increase their motivation.


	· 

	Reading Levels
	2nd grade
	· School Records

	Attention Span
	100% of the students are able to attend for 20 minutes although they need to look away periodically to rest their eyes.


	· Observation

	Attitudes Towards Work
	50% of the students have requested practice applying and interviewing for jobs.

All of the students are good workers.


	· Observation
· Interviews


Instructional Environment

	Lighting
	Overhead lighting, windows on no more than two walls or the ability to block light from the windows.

	· Interview

	Noise 
	Noise is generally not a concern however, if the students include a hard of hearing student then it will be necessary to eliminate as much background noise as possible as it will distract from the student’s ability to listen

	· Interview

	Temperature
	Room should be comfortable

	· Interview

	Accommodations
	None necessary as instruction will occur during the regular school day.

	· Interview

	Equipment
	Overhead projector
Computers loaded with the appropriate software
Information compiled into booklet form


	· Interview

	Transportation
	Students will already be at the school

	· Interview
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